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ONGO COMMUNITIES COMMON BOARD 
 

COMPRISING OF: ONGO COMMUNITIES LTD (Company Number 08619739) 
ONGO RECRUITMENT LTD (Company Number 04750128) 

CROSBY BROKERAGE LTD (07307333) 
 

Held at 1.45pm on Thursday 3 September 2020 
By Microsoft Teams 

 
MINUTES  

 
Present:  
Common Board: Helen Lennon (Chair), Jan Williams, James Main, Amanda Caladine, Tim Mills 
(joined at 1.53pm) 
Officers: Ashley Harrison, Fiona Ruddick (Minutes), Kevin Hornsby 
Apologies: None 
Absence: None 
Observers: None 
 
To support good governance of the companies and ensure the Board’s business could continue 
without delay, it was agreed to hold the meeting virtually via Microsoft Teams given the current 
situation with Covid-19.   
 
The meeting was confirmed as quorate - three members are required (Standing Orders, Ongo 
Communities Board section, quorum point 13).   
 
Declarations of Interest: Tim Mills and Helen Lennon declared they were members of the Group 
Common Board and Jan Williams is employed by Ongo.   
 
Time meeting opened: 1.45pm 
 
1. Agenda Item 3 – Year End Financial Statements Ongo Communities Ltd 
Summary: The Companies Act 2006 requires a set of audited statutory accounts to be prepared 
for each company within the Ongo Group.   
 
Discussion points/questions: 

 The Board were happy to accept the documents as presented to them.  
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Agreed:  
 Board considered the statutory accounts for Ongo Communities Limited for the year ended 

31 March 2020 and authorised them for approval. 
 Each member of the Board considered the letter of representation and agreed for it to be 

signed as approved on behalf of the Board. 
 Board reviewed and noted the contents of BDO’s external audit completion report. 
 Authorised the Governance Team to apply the electronic signatures of the required 

signatories for Ongo within the documents for signing.   
 
2. Agenda Item 4 – Year End Financial Statements Ongo Recruitment Ltd 
Summary: The Companies Act 2006 requires a set of audited statutory accounts to be prepared 
for each company within the Ongo Group.   
 
Discussion points/questions: 

 There is an intention to submit filleted accounts for smaller companies where they are 
eligible to do this.  The idea is to reduce the disclosure of information in the public 
domain for those companies operating in a commercial environment. 

 The Chair asked if there were any issues around transparency by doing this.  It is 
considered the appropriate route for the companies to protect commercially sensitive 
information.   

 Prior to this request coming to board, the Chairs of Group of Common Board and Audit & 
Risk Committee and the Chief Executive were asked their thoughts on this.  They all 
agreed to the proposal.   It was then considered by the Group Audit & Risk Committee 
who also recommended this route.   

 Jan Williams questioned whether there would be an impact on any bids she submitted 
who sometimes require submission of accounts.  There will still be a full set of accounts 
available if required for any external bids; it will just be filleted accounts in the public 
domain on Companies House.   

 The external audit report made reference to the fraud at Ongo Recruitment Ltd although 
this had no material impact on the accounts.   
 

Agreed: 
 Board considered the statutory accounts for Ongo Recruitment Sales Limited for the 

year ended 31 March 2020 and authorised them for approval. 
 Each member of the Board considered the letter of representation and agreed for it to 

be signed as approved on behalf of the Board. 
 Reviewed and noted the contents of BDO’s external audit completion report. 
 Board approved the submission of filleted accounts to the Registrar of Companies. 
 Authorised the Governance Team to apply the electronic signatures of the required 

signatories for Ongo within the documents for signing.   
 
3. Agenda item 5 – Year End Financial Statements Crosby Brokerage Ltd  
Summary: The Companies Act 2006 requires a set of audited statutory accounts to be prepared 
for each company within the Ongo Group.   
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Discussion points/questions: 

 The covering report did not reference filleted accounts for Crosby Brokerage Ltd.  Ashley 
Harrison will establish if there is a particular reason for this.  Action 19/20.   

 The Board were happy to accept all the documentation. 
 

Agreed:  
 Board considered the statutory accounts for Crosby Brokerage Limited for the year 

ended 31 March 2020 and authorised them for approval. 
 Each member of the Board considered the letter of representation and agreed for it to 

be signed as approved on behalf of the Board. 
 Reviewed and noted the contents of BDO’s external audit completion report. 
 Authorised the Governance Team to apply the electronic signatures of the required 

signatories for Ongo within the documents for signing.   
 
4. Agenda item 5 – Going Concern 
Summary: As a result of Covid-19 and the resultant lockdown, a full reforecast has been carried 
out to reassess the expected financial performance of Ongo Communities Ltd, Ongo 
Recruitment Ltd and Crosby Brokerage Ltd for the Financial Years (FY) 2020/21 and FY2021/22 
along with the closing statements of financial position at the end of each year.  
 
Discussion points/questions: 

 There is new legislation, mandatory for next year, which the Auditors have to comply 
with.  They have introduced this requirement now and there is more work required 
around going concern for companies.  This is as a result of a number of high profile 
company failures shortly after completed audits.   

 The Board had discussed the issues related to this report as part of their extra meeting 
held in August and were confident all the companies were a going concern.   

 
Agreed: Board noted the contents of the report and considered the updated forecast for 
financial years 2020/21 and 2021/22, in order to confirm the assessment of going concern for 
Ongo Communities Ltd, Ongo Recruitment Ltd and Crosby Brokerage Ltd. 

 
Tim Mills left the meeting at 2.05pm.  The Chair thanked everyone for their time and with no 
further business the meeting closed at 2.06pm. 
 
 
 
Signed by Chair: ................................................ Date: ........................................ 
As a true and correct record of the Ongo Communities Common Board meeting held on 3 
September 2020. 


